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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER MOVES TO NEGZZBLGROUNDS OF HER PENDING 
COURT CASE 

REF: V.A.S. MUHAMMAD MECON, JUNE 17, 1975 

1. MRS. GANDHI'S ELECTION CASE NOW BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT IS 
QUICKLY BECOMING A MATTER OF ONLY ACADEMIC INTEREST WITH THE IN- 
TRODUCTION IN PARLIAMENT OF A BILL TO AMEND THE REPRESENTATION OF 
THE PEOPLES ACT (RPA). CONSIDERATION OF THE BILL IS EXPECTED TO 
TAKE TWO DAYS AT THE MOST. WITH THE OPPOSITION BOYCOTT IN PARLIA- 
MENT, IT WILL PASS WITH AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY AFTER A PRO- 
FORMA DEBATE. 

2. THE GOI'S AMENDMENT BILL HAS RETROACTIVE EFFECT. IT CHANGES 
THE RPA PROVISION UNDER WHICH JUDGE SINHA FOUND MRS. GANDHI GUIL- 
TY OF ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN PRACTICES. THESE MAINLY DEAL WITH USING 
THE SERVICES OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS IN FURTHERING HER ELECTION 
PROSPECTS. IN ADDITION THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION VOIDS THE LEGAL 
GROUNDS OF THE CHARGES WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF RAJ NARAIN'S 
CROSS APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT: (1) THE USE OF THE COW AND 
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(2) THE USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS FOR THE PM'S PERSONAL CAMPAIGN. 

3. COMMENT: MRS. DANDHI'S LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS THIS SESSION MAY 
NOT STOP WITH NEGATING THE GOUNDS FOR THE CHARGES PENDING 
AGAINST HER IN THE SUPREME COURT. A SOURCE CONSIDERED RELIABLE 
TOLD AN EMBOFF AUGUST 4 THAT ON AUGUST 5 OR 6 THE GOI WILL IN- 
TRODUCE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT BILLS WHICH WILL CLEAR THE WAY 
FOR MRS. GANDHI TO ASSUME PRESIDENTIAL POWERS. WE ARE ENDEAVORING 
TO CONFIRM THIS REPORT. WE HAVE, HOWEVR, HEARD THAT PARLIAMENT 
WILL DEFINITELY BE EXTENDED TO AUGUST 7 AND PROBABLY TO AUGUST 

12 . 

4. WE ARE POUCHING PROPOSED RPA AMENDMENT. 

SAXBE 

NOTE BY OC/T: AS RECEIVED 
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